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Professor Joanna Boehnert

It is with great sadness and an
enormous sense of loss thal we
report the tragic death of Professor
Joanna Boehnert who died April 26
in a rmoad accident in New
Hampshire. A faculty member at
the University of Guelph in Canada
since 1968 and founder of the
University of Guelph women's
studies program, Frofessor
Boehnert was on sabbalical and
visiting family in the United Stales
with her husband, retired hislory
professor Gunnar Boehnert, when
the accident occurred. In addition
to her husband, she is survived by
two daughlers, Jody and Jennifer.

An MA graduate of the University of
lowa and PhD graduate of the
University of Toronto, Joanna
Boehnert taught at the University of
Toronto and the Ontaria Institule for
Studies in Education before joining
the University of Guelph. Known
ds a dedicated teacher, Joanna
look the University's learning
cbjectives to heart and instilled
them in her students within and
beyond the precincts of the
University of Guelph. She became

renowned for her work in the
psychology of women and
eslablished the  University's

women's studies program in 1979,
She served as Co-ordinator of the
program for the next 14 years.

Dr. Boehnert also served as a
member of tha Ontario
Confederation of Faculty
Associations' Slatus of Women
Commitlee, Chair of the University
of Guelph's Faculty Association's
Status of Women Committee, and




J MAY 2001, VOL. 27 No. 3

Co-ordinator of the Canadian
Psychological Association Section
on Women and Psychology in
1999/2000. While in this last
position, she initioted efforts to
enhance and facilitate cooperation
with Division 35, eflords that
culminaled in  the formal
designation of a SWAP/Division 35
liaison.

FProfessor Bochnert co-ordinated
the Guelph-London semester in
1990 and the Guelph Karkow
Semester Committee in 1885,
Since 1296 she has been Chair of
the Krakow study-abread program.
She also served as the Graduale
Coordinator in the Department of
Psychology from 1297 to 2000,

A memorial fund has been
established in Professor Boehnert's
name lo create @ scholarship in
women's studies at the University
of Guelph and a prize in women's
studies at Wilfrid Laurier University.
To contribute to the fund, send a
cheque payable to "University of
Guelph Re: Jocanna Boehnert
Memorial Fund" to development
officer Tim Mau in the Dean's office
of the College of Social and Applied
Human Sciences.

Submitted by
Sandra W. Pyke
York University

COORDINATOR’S
MESSAGE

The sudden death of Joanna
Boehnert, who was killed in a road
accident in April while visiting in
Mew Hampshire, was a shock to us
all.  Although | only got 1o know
Joanna this pasl year, as the e-

mails flew between us aver
mundane and important matters, |
came to appreciate her thoughtful
caring manner, and encouraging
words, Joanna was a member of
SWARP from its very inception. We
have lost a valued colleague and
friend who made a significant
cantribution  to  women  and
psychology. Joanna will be with us
in spirlt at this year's conference in
Ste-Foy.

I hope you are planning to attend
the conference - - Ste-Foy is only
10 minutes from the heart of
Quebec City. Although | have not
always attended CPA's annual
conference, succumbing to the
need for either a maore specialized
or international conference, | fesl
strongly about maintaining a
Canadian identity! Far those of you
attending the conference in June,
you have the added bonus of
enjoying the St. John the Baptist
Day celebrations an the weekend.

We are thrilled to offer both our
regular SWAP program as well as
a SWAP pre-conference Institute.
Thanks to those of you who
submitted abstracls to the CPA
program and the Institute, we have
a very rich program of workshaps,
SYMposium, posters, and
conversation sessions. | hope all of
you will plan to attend as much of
the SWAP program as possible.

Activities planned for the 2001
Convention include a CPA Invited
Address from Lenore Walker titled:
"Beyond the psychological impact

of Wrauma: New assessment,
trealment and forensic
interventions when women

experience violence." Thursday
morning, Natalie Rinfret, University
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of Quebec, will present a Section
keynote address eniitled; "Are
women in management agenis of
change?" This will be followed by a
symposium moderated by, Connie
Kristiansen (Carlelon University)
entilled: "Multiple lives, multiple
subjectivities: Feminist psychaology
examines the interactions.” | also
hope to see many of you at our
business meeting held Friday, June
22,11:00 - 12:25, Please send me
any agenda items you would like
included.

The SWAP Pre-conference Institute
was organized by Joanne Gallivan,
MNicole Brown, and myself,
Workshops, discussion sessions,
and symposiums are organized
around the theme of the Institute:
"Women's lives: Visions, culture,
and context." We are pleased to
have Mona Abbondanza give a
keynote address entitled "Women's
work lives: Management, culture,
and context." It promises to be a
day of connecting and reconnecting
around issues relevant to feminist
scholars and practitioners,

I want to thank all of the members
of the Execulive, who provided
support and encouragement to me
throughoul the year. | hope | can be
as supportive to my successor
Diane Priebe. Cne of my
molivations for taking on the role of
Coordinator was to become better
acquainted with my fellow SWAP
members. That was a real bonus of
the job — | certainly feel more
connected with and knowledgeable
about feminist psychology in
Canada,

Lasl year in Oftawa, as Past
Coordinator, Joanna handed over
the files 1o me (or at least what |
could carry with me!), sending two







