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Welcome to the first newsletter of the new CPA Section on Extremism/Terrorism. The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information that will be of interest to members of the Section.


As a new editor I really look forward to receiving notes, news, research, or whatever from you, the members of the section. It is your contributions that will help make this a more useful and widely read source of information.


If you have published anything recently related to terrorism or extremism, drop me a line. Or, if you are presenting at a conference, either nearby or far away let me know. By sharing information members can learn who might be available as resources when needed.


If you are interested in contributing a column, or notes and news section, or upcoming events, or whatever, please contact me.


I haven’t had to “design” a newsletter before so please excuse any glitches. I’m pulling this together from whatever template I can find.


Please read the letter from our Chair, Dr. Wagdy Loza. 


Steven Stein


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Steven.stein@mhs.com" �Steven.stein@mhs.com�








Welcome





By Steven Stein











On behalf of the executive committee of the Extremism/Terrorism section I would like to thank the Board of Directors of the Canadian Psychological Association for approving our petition to include this new section among other CPA sections.





Extremism/Terrorism are not new phenomena or unique to one faith, religion or region of the world. Their principles go back thousands of years ago. All indications suggest that these phenomena will not abate. In fact their use is growing more sophisticated. The progression has been from using the daggers a decade before Christ to the current situation of using remote control devices, airplanes, explosives, lethal gas, and other means of mass destruction. 


The intended harm grew from harming one individual at a time to inflicting mass causalities with one act. From conspiring in secrecy in closed areas to using TV, YouTube, internet, e-mail and other modern means of instant communication. Recently, concerned scientists suggested that extremism /terrorism is presenting a real danger to the security of civilization and a global threat that could remain active during the next few decades. The potential harm to democracy and freedom is enormous. 

















 Canadian Psychological Association for approving our petition to include this new section among other CPA sections.


can transform your life and business in just seven minutes a day.” If that statement makes you want to read on, consider yourself hooked.


A newsletter is competing against a lot of distractions for the reader’s attention, so it’s important that the first one or two sentences of an article hook the reader. And since that hook creates an expectation, the article needs to justify the use of the hook, or the reader will feel manipulated.


Along with the hook, the article needs a headline that is brief, active, and clear in its purpose. Beyond these essential characteristics, a headline attracts attention if it is highly relevant, inspires curiosity, or has some other irresistible quality.


Newsletters are short on space and their readers are short on time, so the articles must be well focused, aiming to make one major point. The making of this point can be achieved through two to five (or so) sub-points. These points must have as their primary aim the benefit of the reader, who should be able to point out this benefit. It can be new knowledge or insight, an idea about how to improve business, or better, how your business can improve the reader. The article should clarify, inspire, encourage, enthuse, provoke thought, satisfy—it should elicit a positive response. And the best response of all, of course, is that the reader decides that your products or services provide the solutions he or she needs.


To sum it up, grab the reader’s attention through an effective headline and hook, and then reward the reader for following through by giving something the reader didn’t have before. In addition, keep the article brief and well focused, and if appropriate, demonstrate how your products and services address the issues raised in the article. By doing so, you stand a good chance of keeping the readers you have and gaining new readers with every issue.
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Dear CPA Members of the Section on Extremism/Terrorism,





Soon CPA members will be asked to pay their annual membership fees. In the same form we will be asked to indicate the sections that we would like to be a member of.





During our last executive meeting it was decided that our section fees would be $10.00 for full member and $5.00 for students.





Most of you have signed the petition to initiate this newly created section or expressed interest to join speakers at conferences and hold an annual reception for the members of our section. 





I look forward to your support.





Sincerely,








Dr. Wagdy Loza, C. Psych.


Chair, Section on Extremism/Terrorism















































“Extremism/Terrorist are not new phenomena or unique to one faith, religion or region of the world.”
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Letter From The Chair (cont.)





The intended harm grew from harming one individual at a time to inflicting mass causalities with one act. From conspiring in secrecy in closed areas to using TV, YouTube, internet, e-mail and other modern means of instant communication. Recently, concerned scientists suggested that extremism /terrorism is presenting a real danger to the security of civilization and a global threat that could remain active during the next few decades. The potential harm to democracy and freedom is enormous. 





It is because of this reason that a group of psychologists (the Section’s founding officers)   initiated a section within CPA that is devoted to providing an avenue for psychologists to meet, discuss, study and provide helpful suggestions to policy makers and agencies tasked with combating Extremism/ Terrorism.


Psychologist’s potential contributions are unlimited. For example, in the area of research alone there is a need to further explore important issues such as cultural factors; the preconditions under which extremism and terrorism come to exist; the conditions that maintain groups and individuals who come to be known as extremists or terrorists; religion-based violence and the influence of religious teachings on extremists’ and terrorists’ values, beliefs, attitudes, attributions, motivations, cognitive and emotional states, ideologies, and strategies; the effect of the environment and peers; the process of radicalizing and recruiting; group dynamics that exist in these organizations including leader-follower relations; the organization of terrorist groups; the decision making processes; the personality variables involved in the functioning of these groups; and the preconditions and processes that may lead first or second generation immigrants to turn to terrorism in their adopted countries. 


Social network analysis could also be helpful in providing predictive and explanatory value to the field of terrorism studies. An equally important goal would be to propose actions that our societies might employ to dissuade harmful tactics and to examine how societies might recover from acts of terrorism, returning them to safe, stable and peaceful states. 


Please see Letter on page 3








Yries of text boxes. These words are contained in a text box, as is the graphic on this page, with its caption in yet another. A text box offers a flexible way of displaying text and graphics; it’s basically a container. You can move a text box around, positioning it just where you want it; you can resize it into a tall narrow column or into a short wide column, or even rotate it so that the text reads sideways. By linking a text box on one page with a text box on another, you make your article flow from one page to another. For information on how to link text boxes, click Continue a story elsewhere with linked text boxes in the Task Pane.


You can also draw readers into reading other articles by using what’s called a pull quote. A pull quote is a phrase or sentence taken from the article that appears in large letters on the page, often within a box to set it apart from the article. One appears on this page and begins with the text, “To catch the reader’s attention….” The text of a pull quote comes from the article and should be engaging and irresistible. When a reader flips through your newsletter looking for a reason to read an article, a pull quote can provide that reason.


You probably won’t be able to get all your readers to read all your articles. But by using these journalistic devices, you can draw more readers into your newsletter.























Some recent relevant research/articles:


� HYPERLINK "http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=search.displayRecord&id=E74D76B1-A124-7CD9-D709-BB40BC3C3C8C&resultID=2&page=1&dbTab=all" �Terrorism after 9/11: Reactions to simulated news reports.�


By Healy, Alice F.; Aylward, Alison G.; Bourne Jr., Lyle E.; Beer, Francis A. American Journal of Psychology. Vol 122(2), Sum 2009, 153-165


� HYPERLINK "http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=search.displayRecord&id=E74D76B1-A124-7CD9-D709-BB40BC3C3C8C&resultID=3&page=1&dbTab=all" �Adult attachment, perceived stress, and ptsd among civilians exposed to ongoing terrorist attacks in southern israel.� By Besser, Avi; Neria, Yuval; Haynes, Maggie


Personality and Individual Differences. Vol , Aug 4, 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=search.displayRecord&id=E74D76B1-A124-7CD9-D709-BB40BC3C3C8C&resultID=11&page=1&dbTab=all" �The application of subliminal priming in lie detection: Scenario for identification of members of a terrorist ring.� By Lui, Ming; Rosenfeld, J. Peter Psychophysiology. Vol 46(4), Jul 2009, 889-903.


� HYPERLINK "http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=search.displayRecord&id=E74D76B1-A124-7CD9-D709-BB40BC3C3C8C&resultID=14&page=1&dbTab=all" �Chasing butterflies and rainbows: A critique of Kruglanski et al.'s "Fully committed: Suicide bombers' motivation and the quest for personal significance."� By Bloom, Mia Political ,Psychology. Vol 30(3), Jun 2009, 387-395.


� HYPERLINK "http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=search.displayRecord&id=E74D76B1-A124-7CD9-D709-BB40BC3C3C8C&resultID=19&page=1&dbTab=all" �Intimations of mortality or production lines? The puzzle of "suicide terrorism."� By Crenshaw, Martha. Political Psychology. Vol 30(3), Jun 2009, 359-364.









































Please see Conferences on page 4
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Conferences of Interest
































Canadians psychologists have been world leaders in many of psychology’s sub-disciplines. I believe they can also make a meaningful contribution to helping with issues of Extremism/Terrorism.





New members are steadily joining this section, underlining our current and potential growth and need to expand. This new section can benefit from the expertise of psychologists who are also members of other sections of CPA such as the military, criminal justice, religion, cross cultural, social and personality, and traumatic stress sections. I urge you to inform other sections about us and to encourage other psychologists to join us as active members. 


Please send your thoughts and articles to the newsletter editor Dr. Steven Stein at � HYPERLINK "mailto:steven.stein@mhs.com" �steven.stein@mhs.com�. 





Regards,





Dr. Wagdy Loza, C. Psych


Chair of the CPA Section on Extremism/Terrorism











� HYPERLINK "http://www.counterterrorexpo.com/" �Counter Terror Expo '09��February 10–11, 2009 in London, England �This event will examine important topics such as maximizing interagency collaboration, analyzing the current national and global terrorist threats, identifying core competences and how to work to optimum operational efficiency, understanding the psychological profile of the terrorist, enhancing interoperability to close the capability gap, and using media communication. The conference is organized in multiple streams, including business continuity and critical infrastructure, and also features practical and technology-focused workshops. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ndia.org/events/Pages/9880_20thAnnualSOLICSymposiumandExhibition.aspx" �20th Annual Special Operations/Low Intensity Conflict Symposium & Exhibition��February 10–12, 2009 in Washington, D.C. �This event will explore topics relevant to waging a persistent conflict, including technology, the human dimension, strategies, education and training, and interagency perspectives. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.iacsp.com/conferences.php" �17th Annual Terrorism Trends & Forecasts Symposium ��September 18, 2009 in Hackensack, New Jersey�This International Association for Counterterrorism and Security Professionals symposium will cover topics such as the proliferation of radical Islam, immigration reform and enforcement, al Qaeda and the Taliban, resilience in first responders, and terrorism trends and forecasts. 


World Summit on Counter Terrorism: "Terrorism's Global Impact" ICT's 9th International Conference, September 7-10, 2009


An Annual Gathering of the Counter-Terrorism Community in Herzliya, Israel


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ict.org.il/AnnualConference/Conference2009/AbouttheConference/tabid/86/Default.aspx" �http://www.ict.org.il/AnnualConference/Conference2009/AbouttheConference/tabid/86/Default.aspx�


ICT’s annual international conference has become a flagship event in the field of counter terrorism. The ICT conference provides a high-powered environment in which counter-terrorism experts, security professionals, and leading academic scholars from around the world are able to network, establish essential cooperation mechanisms and exchange views on best practices.
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Conferences from page 3





“Send in any research, presentations, or other information you want to share with section members”























Recent Articles 





























Discovery Workshop: “Radicalization in the National Economic Climate”


Defence Research and Development Canada - Toronto, 7-8 December, 2009


The recent downturn in the global economy brings to light a number of potential threats to our nation’s well-being, including the possibility for increased radicalization and violent extremism within Canada. The Adversarial Intent section at DRDC Toronto is conducting a research project to investigate the possible implications of an economic downturn for national security and social stability within Canada. The research papers that will help us to focus the problem space as the project advances.





Those interested in taking part in the workshop (either as a presenter or participant) are asked to contact the organizer, Lianne McLellan. Space is limited. Presenters must submit an abstract by Thursday 9 October 2009, after which time we will notify authors as to whether their submissions were accepted. Papers and discussion notes will be published in workshop proceedings or an edited collection.


  





Lianne McLellan	


416-635-2000 ext. 2121


DRDC Toronto � HYPERLINK "mailto:Lianne.mclellan@drdc-rddc.gc.ca" ��Lianne.mclellan@drdc-rddc.gc.ca�








DRDC Workshop Announcement





Drawing Readers from page 2














“Don’t forget to check off your choice of membership in the Extremism/Terrorism section in you CPA membership pack.”
























































