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Summary of Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting

June 12, 2008

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Members present: Jessey Bernstein, Camillia Clark, Penny Corkum, Deborah Dobson, Keith Dobson, David Dozois, Gail Eskel, Patricia Furer, Valerie Grant, Melissa Kehler, Esther Lau, Mark Lau, Catherine Lee, Kerry Mothersill, John Pearce, Christine Purdon, Adam Radomsky, Andrew Ryder, Lorne Sexton, Margo Watt, Marta Young.

Highlights:

· The Executive Committee for 2007-2008 included Deborah Dobson (Chair), Christine Purdon (Past-Chair), John Pearce (Chair-Elect), Patricia Furer (Secretary-Treasurer), Andrew Ryder (Member-at-Large) and Melissa Kehler (Student Member).  The executive had two teleconference meetings (September 10, 2007, and April 21, 2008) and two in-person meetings (June 7, 2007, and January 26, 2008), as well as regular email correspondence and phone contact throughout the year. 

· The Clinical Section has continued its advocacy for the profession and support of students and has had continued involvement with CPA Board.

· Enhanced electronic newsletter published under the editorship of Margo Watt and Jessey Bernstein.  

· The Section is also encouraging a broader focus for the listserv on a trial basis to further enhance communication within our Section.  

· The Section archives are now complete and all the information has been stored on an external hard drive for extra security.

· A new initiative to revisit the recommendations coming out of the 1998 Clinical Psychology Section Task Force on Empirically Supported Treatments is now underway. The original authors of this document (Drs. J. Hunsley, K. Dobson, C. Johnston, & S. Mikail) will be meeting on June 14 to begin the review.

· Financial issues:

· Current bank balance is $23 664.37 and we have $4 478.27 in GICs.  The total assets of the Clinical Section are $28 142.64.  

· Proposed budget for 2008-2009: includes new funding of up to $800 towards 2008 convention expenses for the Student Representative of the Clinical Section. $2000 has been allocated for the Clinical Section Student Grant.  It was also proposed by the membership that we allocate $5000 
for a special grant for advocacy issues such as the Mental Health Commission of Canada.

· It was also recommended that we shift additional monies to GICs. 
 

· Our current membership is 962 including 352 student members.  

· 2008 CPA Convention:

· The Clinical Section sponsored: (a) a preconvention workshop by Dr. 

Sandra Byers on working with clients with sexual difficulties;  (b) a public 
lecture on obesity management and master clinician workshop on lifestyle 

change intervention by Dr. Michael Vallis; and (c) an invited address by 

Dr. Christine Robb entitled “the Relational Revolution”.  The Clinical 

Section worked with three other sections on co-sponsorship and 


nominations for speakers.

· Appreciation was expressed to the 16 individuals from across Canada who 
reviewed this year’s conference submissions.

· 2007 Travel Award winners: Debbie Semple (1st prize), Valerie Grant 

(2nd prize Central), and Jenny Horch (2nd prize West).

· There was a modest number of applicants for the 2008 Clinical Section Travel Awards and ideas as to how we might encourage more students to apply for these travel grants were discussed.

· The 2008 Ken Bowers Award for Student Research has been awarded to Esther Lau from Dalhousie University for her poster entitled: “Neurocognitive and psychosocial outcomes in patients with obstructive sleep apnea treated with continuous positive airway pressure.”  

· In recognition of his important contributions to clinical psychology and the Clinical Section, the Section has awarded the status of Fellow to Kerry Mothersill, Cognitive Therapy Service, Outpatient Mental Health Program, Calgary Health Region & University of Calgary.

· Clinical Section Student Grant: This grant is designed to assist graduate students in extending their educational experiences through activities such as organizing workshops or lectures. The Student Grant funding can be up to $2000.  Application deadline is November 30, 2008.  Adjudicators will be either members of the Clinical Section Executive or individuals appointed by the Executive.

· There are 37 Fact Sheets on the CPA website authored by Clinical Section members.  All of these authors have been contacted over the last few days about whether their Fact Sheet needs updating.

· There will be a new Fact Sheet on evidence-based intervention for 

bullying.

· The CPA Board is working on developing guidelines for the development 
and revision of Fact Sheets.  There will be a Conversation Session on June 
14 about the Fact Sheets, including possible topics for new sheets.  It was 
noted that attribution of authorship is an issue that also needs to be 
addressed at the meeting on June 14.

· The Clinical Section website, using the CPA uniform format, is now back in order and the number of broken links is being steadily reduced. Older material will be added to the website on an ongoing basis.

· Mark Lau has been nominated as Chair-Elect of the Clinical Section Executive for 2008-2009.  Andrew Ryder and Melissa Kehler have agreed to continue on as Member-at-Large and Student Representative, respectively, for another term. All were elected by acclamation.

· Sincere appreciation was conveyed to Christine Purdon for the wonderful job she has done during her tenure on the Executive (most recently as Past-Chair).  

· Members were encouraged to propose speakers/topics for the 2009 CPA Convention in Montreal.  

Submitted by  Patricia Furer, Ph.D., C. Psych.

Secretary-Treasurer

CPA Clinical Section

